
Evaluating & Selecting 

Computer Science Curricula
Making Informed, Equitable Decisions

Rutgers University, Center for Effective School Practices 



Resource Overload!



Resource Overload!

Danger!
Decision Paralysis, Arbitrary Choices



What can we do?

Use computational thinking skills!

Decompose our problem, 

then systematically solve it.



Changing a lesson, 
unit, or an entire 
course.

Adding a new topic, 
lesson, or project to 
a course.

Providing additional 
context or extensions 
on existing topics.

Think broadly about curricular 

resources, but specifically

about your needs.

• Full-course curricula

• Units or project plans

• Daily lesson plans

• Specific worksheets & activities

• Slides

• Videos

• Guest speakers

• Discussion topics

Replace 
something.

Add something 
new.

Supplement 
something.



Changing a lesson, 
unit, or an entire 
course.

Adding a new topic, 
lesson, or project to 
a course.

Providing additional 
context or extensions 
on existing topics.

Approach resources 
with specific, solvable 
goals in mind.

Think broadly about curricular 

resources, but specifically

about your needs.

• Full-course curricula

• Units or project plans

• Daily lesson plans

• Specific worksheets & activities

• Slides

• Videos

• Guest speakers

• Discussion topics

Replace 
something.

Add something 
new.

Takeaway: Identify 
your need.

Supplement 
something.



Using curricular resources is a process.

Searching Evaluating & Selecting Adapting & Implementing

• Identifying a need

• Stating resource goals 

(type, level, format, topic)

• Locate potential matches

• Assessing feasibility

• Exploring content relevance

• Determining contextual 

relevance

• Adapting structure, content, 

and pedagogies

• Piloting, assessing, and  

modifying – repeat!



Using curricular resources is a process.

Searching Evaluating & Selecting Adapting & Implementing

• Identifying a need

• Stating resource goals 

(type, level, format, topic)

• Locate potential matches

• Assessing feasibility

• Exploring content relevance

• Determining contextual 

relevance

• Adapting structure, content, 

and pedagogies

• Piloting, assessing, and  

modifying – repeat!

our focus!



Content: Relevance Factors

Difficulty of content Familiarity with content

Alignment with 
objectives/standards

Enduring 
understandings



Context: Relevance Factors

Backwards & forwards 
connections

Examples and 
analogies used

Instructional methods 
used

Activities used



Feasibility: Logistic Factors

Materials & 

Equipment

Device 

Compatibility

Lesson & Class 

Duration

Language

Prep Time Grades & 

Assessments

Cost



Highlighted Resource

The Middle School CS Crosswalk

Free online resource that provides 

detailed information on eight middle 

school CS curricular options.

go.rutgers.edu/CSCrosswalk



Not an endorsement!



Not an endorsement!
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Tips & Closing Remarks

Be picky! Adapt, then use! It’s a process!

Resources are abundant –
you can afford to be 
selective. Having a clear 
understanding of what 
you’re looking for will be 
your GPS!

Select resources either that 
work, or that you can make
work. Decouple resources 
from their curricula. 
Customize activities, 
lessons, examples - make 
them yours! 

Information overload is real! 
Focus on what is in your 
control, and look for warning 
signs of hasty decisions. 
Don’t be afraid to ignore the 
noise.



Thank you!
Evaluating & Selecting Computer Science Curricula

Making Informed, Equitable Decisions

We connections; let’s stay in 
touch
w: cesp.rutgers.edu
e: cesp@gse.rutgers.edu
p: (732) 564-9100 x23



Thank you!
Evaluating & Selecting Computer Science Curricula

Making Informed, Equitable Decisions

We connections; let’s stay in 
touch
w: cesp.rutgers.edu
e: cesp@gse.rutgers.edu
p: (732) 564-9100 x23

See me for goodies! 
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